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Abstract. The article provides a brief analysis of the major historical processes that 

influenced the formation and development of the French language. Particular attention is paid to 

the Latin origins of French, linguistic changes in the territory of Gaul, Frankish rule, the 

centralization of the monarchy in the Middle Ages, the Ordinance of Villers-Cotterêts of 1539, the 

activities of the Académie française in the seventeenth century, the French Revolution, and the 

development of school education in the nineteenth century. The article also examines the spread 

of the French language beyond France and the formation of the Francophone world. It 

demonstrates that the historical development of the language is closely connected with political, 

social, and cultural processes. 
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Introduction 

French is now one of the major international languages spoken and used in many countries 

around the world. However, its present status is the result of a long and complex historical 

development. Political power, state administration, literature, education, wars, migration, and 

international relations all played an important role in the formation and development of the 

language. 

The earliest foundations of the French language are associated with the widespread use of 

Latin in Gaul. Later, under the influence of the local Celtic languages, the language of the Franks, 

and other historical factors, Gallo-Romance varieties developed. It was through these processes 

that the Old French language gradually began to emerge. 

Main Part 

During the period of the Roman Empire, Latin became widely established in Gaul. The 

consolidation of Roman rule strengthened the administrative and cultural position of Latin. Over 

time, spoken forms of Latin came into contact with local languages, giving rise to Gallo-Romance 

varieties. 

In the fifth century, the establishment of Frankish rule in Gaul also influenced the 

subsequent development of the French language. Although the Franks spoke a Germanic language, 

they remained in prolonged contact with the local Gallo-Romance population. As a result, traces 

of Germanic influence appeared in the vocabulary and certain phonetic features of the French 

language. 

During the Middle Ages, the political centralization of the French kingdom contributed to 

the growing prestige of French.  
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In particular, the language of Paris and the royal domain gradually increased in importance.  

The Oaths of Strasbourg, dating from 842, are considered one of the earliest written 

monuments of the French language and are of considerable historical significance. 

The sixteenth century marked an important turning point in the development of French. In 

1539, King Francis I issued the Ordinance of Villers-Cotterêts, which strengthened the legal basis 

for the use of French in judicial and administrative documents. This significantly increased the 

position of French in state administration. 

The establishment of the Académie française in 1635 further strengthened the process of 

standardizing the French language. One of the Academy’s principal functions was to establish 

linguistic norms and regulate the vocabulary and grammatical usage of French. In 1694, the first 

edition of the Dictionnaire de l’Académie française was published. 

By the eighteenth century, French had become an important medium of diplomacy, 

literature, and culture in Europe. The works of Voltaire, Diderot, Montesquieu, and other thinkers 

contributed significantly to the international prestige of the French language. 

The French Revolution of 1789 also affected the political significance of the language.  

Concepts such as “freedom,” “equality,” “citizenship,” and “nation” became important 

elements of political discourse. During the revolutionary period, the wider dissemination of French 

throughout the country became closely associated with the question of national unity. 

In the nineteenth century, the development of state education greatly contributed to the 

spread of French among the wider population. As primary education became free in 1881 and 

compulsory in 1882, standard French was disseminated more widely throughout the country 

through the education system. At the same time, the social status of regional languages and dialects 

began to decline. 

Subsequently, French also spread widely beyond the borders of France. As a result of 

colonial expansion, education, diplomacy, and international relations, the language came to be 

used in Africa, North America, the Caribbean, and other regions. In the twentieth century, this 

process contributed to the formation of the Francophone world. 

Conclusion 

The present status of the French language is the result of a long historical development. Its 

formation was significantly influenced by Roman rule in Gaul, the period of Frankish domination, 

the political centralization of the French monarchy, the Renaissance, the Ordinance of Villers-

Cotterêts, the activities of the Académie française, the French Revolution, and the development of 

the education system in the nineteenth century. 

For this reason, it is appropriate to study French not only as a grammatical system but also 

as an important part of the history of France. Knowledge of the historical development of the 

language makes it possible to understand its vocabulary, grammar, stylistic characteristics, and 

present international status more thoroughly. Historical processes have left a deep imprint on the 

structure and social position of French, demonstrating that the development of a language cannot 

be separated from the political, cultural, and social history of the people who speak it. 
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