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Abstract. The article provides a brief analysis of the major historical processes that
influenced the formation and development of the French language. Particular attention is paid to
the Latin origins of French, linguistic changes in the territory of Gaul, Frankish rule, the
centralization of the monarchy in the Middle Ages, the Ordinance of Villers-Cotteréts of 1539, the
activities of the Académie frangaise in the seventeenth century, the French Revolution, and the
development of school education in the nineteenth century. The article also examines the spread
of the French language beyond France and the formation of the Francophone world. It
demonstrates that the historical development of the language is closely connected with political,
social, and cultural processes.
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Introduction

French is now one of the major international languages spoken and used in many countries
around the world. However, its present status is the result of a long and complex historical
development. Political power, state administration, literature, education, wars, migration, and
international relations all played an important role in the formation and development of the
language.

The earliest foundations of the French language are associated with the widespread use of
Latin in Gaul. Later, under the influence of the local Celtic languages, the language of the Franks,
and other historical factors, Gallo-Romance varieties developed. It was through these processes
that the Old French language gradually began to emerge.

Main Part

During the period of the Roman Empire, Latin became widely established in Gaul. The
consolidation of Roman rule strengthened the administrative and cultural position of Latin. Over
time, spoken forms of Latin came into contact with local languages, giving rise to Gallo-Romance
varieties.

In the fifth century, the establishment of Frankish rule in Gaul also influenced the
subsequent development of the French language. Although the Franks spoke a Germanic language,
they remained in prolonged contact with the local Gallo-Romance population. As a result, traces
of Germanic influence appeared in the vocabulary and certain phonetic features of the French
language.

During the Middle Ages, the political centralization of the French kingdom contributed to
the growing prestige of French.
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In particular, the language of Paris and the royal domain gradually increased in importance.

The Oaths of Strasbourg, dating from 842, are considered one of the earliest written
monuments of the French language and are of considerable historical significance.

The sixteenth century marked an important turning point in the development of French. In
1539, King Francis | issued the Ordinance of Villers-Cotteréts, which strengthened the legal basis
for the use of French in judicial and administrative documents. This significantly increased the
position of French in state administration.

The establishment of the Académie francaise in 1635 further strengthened the process of
standardizing the French language. One of the Academy’s principal functions was to establish
linguistic norms and regulate the vocabulary and grammatical usage of French. In 1694, the first
edition of the Dictionnaire de I’Académie frangaise was published.

By the eighteenth century, French had become an important medium of diplomacy,
literature, and culture in Europe. The works of Voltaire, Diderot, Montesquieu, and other thinkers
contributed significantly to the international prestige of the French language.

The French Revolution of 1789 also affected the political significance of the language.

Concepts such as “freedom,” “equality,” “citizenship,” and “nation” became important
elements of political discourse. During the revolutionary period, the wider dissemination of French
throughout the country became closely associated with the question of national unity.

In the nineteenth century, the development of state education greatly contributed to the
spread of French among the wider population. As primary education became free in 1881 and
compulsory in 1882, standard French was disseminated more widely throughout the country
through the education system. At the same time, the social status of regional languages and dialects
began to decline.

Subsequently, French also spread widely beyond the borders of France. As a result of
colonial expansion, education, diplomacy, and international relations, the language came to be
used in Africa, North America, the Caribbean, and other regions. In the twentieth century, this
process contributed to the formation of the Francophone world.

Conclusion

The present status of the French language is the result of a long historical development. Its
formation was significantly influenced by Roman rule in Gaul, the period of Frankish domination,
the political centralization of the French monarchy, the Renaissance, the Ordinance of Villers-
Cotteréts, the activities of the Académie francaise, the French Revolution, and the development of
the education system in the nineteenth century.

For this reason, it is appropriate to study French not only as a grammatical system but also
as an important part of the history of France. Knowledge of the historical development of the
language makes it possible to understand its vocabulary, grammar, stylistic characteristics, and
present international status more thoroughly. Historical processes have left a deep imprint on the
structure and social position of French, demonstrating that the development of a language cannot
be separated from the political, cultural, and social history of the people who speak it.

29 <¢

References
1. Jalolov J.J. Chet tili o'‘qitish metodikasi: Chet tillar oliy o‘quv yurtlari fakultetlari
talabalari uchun darslik. — Toshkent: O‘qituvchi, 2012. — 432 b.
-

https://nova-academy.uz/index.php/ science_education_language 119



NOVA: SCIENCE, EDUCATION AND LANGUAGE
INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC JOURNAL

Volume 1 | Issue 1

2. Ko‘chiboyev A.K. Fransuz tili o‘qitish metodikasi. Ma ruzalar matni. — Samargand:
Samargand davlat chet tillar instituti, 2005.

3. Zubaydova N.N. Chet tillarni o ‘qitishning integrallashgan kursi. — Samargand:
SamDCHTI, 2021.

4. Jalolov J.J., Makhkamova G.T., Ashurov Sh.S. English Language Teaching Methodology:
Theory and Practice. — Toshkent: Fan va texnologiya, 2015. — 336 b.

5. Haydarov A.A., Xamrayeva G.l. Tillar o ‘qitish metodikasi va ta’lim texnologiyalari.
O‘quv qo‘llanma. — Buxoro: Sadriddin Salim Buxoriy “Durdona”, 2022. — 200 b.

6. Shabanov D. Chet tilini o ‘qitish metodikasi va zamonaviy texnologiyalari. — Toshkent,
2009.

7. Hoshimov O‘.H., Yoqubov 1.Ya. Ingliz tili o‘qitish metodikasi. O‘quv qo‘llanma. —
Toshkent: Sharg, 2003. — 302 b.

8. Zaripova R.A. Chet tillar o ‘qitish metodikasidan qo ‘llanma. — Toshkent: O‘qituvchi,
1986. — 184 b.

9. Xoldorova M., Fayziyeva N., Rixsittilayeva F. Chet tilini o ‘qitishda yordamchi
vositalardan foydalanish. — Toshkent: Nizomiy nomidagi TDPU, 2005.

10. Saydaliyev S.S. Chet til o ‘qitish metodikasidan ocherklar: o ‘qituvchi va talabalar uchun
qo ‘llanma. — Namangan: NamDU, 2004. — 238 b.

11. Littlewood W. Communicative Language Teaching: An Introduction. — Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1981.

12. Richards J.C., Rodgers T.S. Approaches and Methods in Language Teaching. 3rd edition.
— Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2014.

13. Thornbury S. How to Teach Speaking. — Harlow: Pearson Longman, 2005.

14. Council of Europe. Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning,
Teaching, Assessment. Companion Volume. — Strasbourg: Council of Europe Publishing,
2020.

15. Byram M. Teaching and Assessing Intercultural Communicative Competence. —
Clevedon: Multilingual Matters, 1997.

https://nova-academy.uz/index.php/ science_education_language 120



	THE INFLUENCE OF HISTORICAL PROCESSES ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE FRENCH LANGUAGE
	Abstract. The article provides a brief analysis of the major historical processes that influenced the formation and development of the French language. Particular attention is paid to the Latin origins of French, linguistic changes in the territory of...
	Introduction
	Main Part
	Conclusion
	References


